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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This hsting of the claims replaces all prior versions, and listings of claims in the appHcation: 



Claims 1-5 (Cancelled). 

6. (Currently amended) An information storage device adapted for use with a 

medical device, the information storage device comprising: 

an identification storage area adapted to contain at l e ast on e of (1) information 

I 

describing the information storage dev^ice itself, and (2) information identifying a user to which 
the information storage device is assigned , and (3) information identifying a medical device 
assign e d for us e with th e infomiation storag e d e vic e; and 

a first information storage area adapted to contain operating information for use in 
controlling an operation of such a medieval deyi{;e. 




7. (Original) The information storage device of claim 6, wherein the 
identification storage area includes both l\ an information storage device identification area 
adapted to contain information describing \he information storage device itself and 2) a user 
identification area adapted to contain information identifying a user to which the information 
storage device is assigned. ^ 

\ 



8. (Original) The information^torage device of claim 7, wherein the 
identification area further includes a medical device identification area adapted to contain 
information uniquely identifying a medical device assigned for use with the information storage 
device. 



9. (Original) The information storage device of claim 8, further comprising a 
data storage area adapted to store data written thereon by such a medical device. 
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10. (Original) The infoimation storage device of claim 6, further comprising 
data storage area adapted to store data written thereon by such a medical device. 



11. (Original) The information storage device of claim 6, wherein the first 
information storage area includes: j 

a patient name area adapted to contain information regarding a name of a user to 
which the information storage device is assigned; and 

a patient identification area adapted to contain at least one alphanumeric character 
identifying a user to which the information storage device is assigned. 

1 

I 

12. (Original) The information storage device of claim 6, fixrther comprising a 
first control data storage area adapted to contain information that controls whether the operating 
information can be read fi-om the information storage device. 



13. (Original) The information storage device of claim 6, fiirther comprising a 



second control data storage area ac 
operating information can be erased 



ii^Btedioc 



contain information that controls whether the 
fi*om the information storage device. 



14. (Original) The information storage device of claim 6, further comprising a 
display data storage area adapted to contain information to be displayed on such a medical 
device. 

15. (Original) The information storage device of claim 6, wherein the medical 
device is a pressure support device, and wherein the first information storage area includes a first 
area containing operating mode infomiation designating an operating mode of the pressure 
support device and operating parameter information designating an operating parameter of the 
pressure support device. 



Page 3 of 20 



BOWEN et al. Appln. No.: 09/698,743 



16. (Currently amended) An information storage device adapted for use with a 
medical device, the information storage device comprising: 

an identification storage area adapted to contain at least on e of (1) information 
describing the information storage device itself, and (2) information identifying a user to which 
the information storage device is assigned | and (3) information identifying a medical system 
assigned for use with th e infonnation stoijage devic e; and 

a data storage area adapted to store data written thereon by such a medical device. 



17. (Original) The information storage device of claim 16, wherein the 
identification storage area includes both a storage device identification area adapted to contain 
information describing the information storage device itself and a user identification area adapted 
to contain information identifying a user to which the information storage device is assigned. 



18. (Original) The information storage device of claim 17, wherein the 
identification area further includes a medical device identification area adapted to contain 
information uniquely identifying a medical device assigned for use with the information storage 
device. 



19. (Currently amended) A pressure support system comprising: 
(a) a pressure support device comprising: 

(1) a housing, 

(2) a pressure generating system disposed within the housing for 
generating a flow of breathing gas, 

(3) a controller disposed within the housing in communication with the 
pressure generating system that controls the operation of the pressure generating system, 

(4) a slot defined in an exterior surface of the housing, and 

(5) a terminal associated with the slot; and 
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(b) an information storage device adapted to be selectively disposed in the slot, 
the information storage device comprising: 

(1) an identification storage area adapted to contain information 
identifying at least on e of (4-i) information describing the information storage device 
itself, and (2n) information identifying a user to which the information storage device is 
assigned , and (3) iaformation.^dentifying the pressure support device assigned for use 
with the infoimation storage^xievic e, and 

(2) at least one of (ai) a first information storage area adapted to contain 
information for use in controlling an operation of the pressure support device, and (feii) a 
data storage area adapted to store data written thereon by the pressure support device, 
wherein the controller communicates with the information storage device via the terminal 
responsive to the information storage device being disposed in the slot, and wherein the 
controller is adapted to at least one of (iiil) read information from the information storage 



device and (2iv) write information to the information storage device via the terminal. 




20. (Original) The pressure support system of claim 19, further comprising an 
adapter adapted to be selectl(vely^0i^osed in the slot, wherein the adapter provides 
communication access between} the controller and an external device responsive to being inserted 
into the slot. 

21. (Original) The pressure support system of claim 19, wherein the pressure 
support device further comprises a timing system operatively coupled to the controller for 
monitoring usage of the pressure support device. 



22. (Original) The pressure support system of claim 19, wherein the first 
information storage area includes a first area containing operating mode information designating 
an operating mode of the pressure support device and operating parameter information 
designating an operating parameter of the pressure support device. 
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23. (Currently amended^ A method of communicating with a medical device, 

comprising: 

providing a medical devicfe having a slot defined in an exterior surface thereof; 

providing an information storage device sized and configured to be selectively 
disposed in the slot; 

inserting the information storage device into the slot;-£Hid 

communicating information from the information storage device to the medical 
device responsive to the information storage^device being disposed in the slot ; and 

preventing such a medical device from receiving the information from the 

information storage device after the information has been initially provided to such a medical 
device. 



24. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising causing the medical 
device to operate in a predetermined maimer based on information read from the information 
storage device responsive to the information storage device being inserted into the slot. 

/ 

Claim 25 (Cancelled). ^ 

26. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising: 
monitoring usage of the medical device; and 

writing information regarding usage pf the medical device onto the information 

storage device. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method (jTf communicating with a medical device, 

comprising: 

providing a medical device having a slot defined in an exterior surface thereof; 

\ 
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providing an infomiatipn storage device sized and configured to be selectively 

disposed in the slot; / 

inserting the informamon storage device into the slot; 

communicating information from tlie information storage device to the medical 

device responsive to the infonnatioa storage device being disposed in the slot; and Tho method of 
claim 23, further comprising / 

prompting a user to/remove the information storage device responsive to an 

occurrence of a predetermined condition. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the predetermined condition 
includes: vix*^^ 

a failure of the medical device to communicate v^ith the information storage 
device, | 

an elapse of a predetermined amount of time since the information storage device 
was disposed in the slot in thCipressure support device, and 

an accumulation of data in the information storage device exceeding a 
predetermined threshold. | 

/■ 



29. (Original) 



The method of claim 23, further comprising writing information 



from the pressure support device to the information storage device. 



30. (Original) The method of claim 29, further comprising: 

removing the information storage device from the slot in medical device; 

transporting tJe information storage device to a remote location; and 

i 

downloading information concerning the pressure support device from the 
information storage device at the remote location. 
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hi) (Currently amended) A/method of reporting information from a medical 
device to a monitoring center: / 

providing a pressure support device having a slot defined in an exterior surface 

thereof; 

providing an information storage device sized and configiired to be selectively 

disposed into the slot; / 

inserting the information/ storage device into the slot;-f^ 

communicating information to the information storage device from the medical 

device responsive to the information storage device being disposed in the slot ; and 

prompting a user to rernove the information storage device responsive to an 

occurrence of a predetermined condition . 



^/ (Ungmal) i ne^metnc 
removing the information 



Qt) (Original) The/methoti of claim 31, fiirther comprising: 



removing the information storage device from the slot in medical device; 

f 

transporting the infqrmation storage device to a monitoring center; and 
downloading infontiation concerning the pressure support device from the 
information storage device at the monitoring center. 

I 

l^fj (Original) Th<e method of claim 31, fiirther comprising: 
monitoring usage ,bf the medical device; and 

writing informatibn regarding usage of the medical device onto the information 
storage device. j 



Claim 34 (Cancelled). 



35. (Currently amended) Themethodof claim 3431, wherein the predetermined 
condition includes: 
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a failure of the medical device to communicate with the information storage 
device, / 

an elapse of a predeterminedfamount of time since the information storage device 
was disposed in the slot in the medical de^dce, and 

an accumulation of data in/the information storage device exceeding a 
predetermined threshold. 



(Currently amended) A pressure support system comprising: 
pressure generating means for generating a flow of breathing gas; 
controlling means for controlling the operation of the pressure generating means; 
housing means for housing the pressure generating means and the controlling 



means; 



receiving means associated^ with the housing means for receiving an information 



storing means; 

information storing means for storing information adapted to be disposed in the 
receiving means;-and 



communicating means for communicating information in at least one of (1) a first 
direction from the information storing means to the controlling means and (2a) second direction 
from the controlling means to thejinformation storing means responsive to the information 
storing means being disposed in the receiving means ; and 

prompting means for prompting a user to remove the information storing means 

from the receiving means responsive to an occurrence of a predetermined condition . 

Claim 37 (Cancelled). 

38. (Currently amended) The pressure support system of claim W36, wherein the 
predetermined condition incluJes: 
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a failure of the pressure support device to communicate with the information 

storage device, 

an elapse of a predeterm ned amount of time since the information storage device 
was disposed in the slot in the pressure support device, and 

an accumulation of data in the information storage device exceeding a 
predetermined threshold. 

^) (Original) The pressure support system of claim 36, further comprising 
monitoring means for monitoring usage of the pressure generating means, wherein the 
communicating means writes informition regarding usage of the pressure generating means onto 
the information storing means. 




4^. (Original) The pressure support system of claim 36, wherein the controlling 

I 

means controls the operation of thepressure generating means based on information contained in 
the information storing means. 



41. (Currently amended) A pressiu-e support system comprising: 

pressure generating means for generating a flow of breathing gas; 

controlling means for controlling the operation of the pressure generating means; 

housing means for housing the pressure generating means and the controlling 



means; 



receiving means associated with the housing means for receiving an information 

storing means; 

infonnation storing means for storing information adapted to be disposed in the 

receiving means; 

communicating means for communicating information in at least one of (1) a first 

direction from the information storing means to the conti-olling means and (2a) second direction 
from the controlling means to the information storing means responsive to the infonnation 
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storing means being disposed 



4 



the receiving means; and Th e pressur e support syst e m of claim 



36, further compri s ing 

means for preverlting the controlling means from receiving operating information 

from the information storage de\[ice after such operating information has been initially provided 
to the pressure support device 

42. (Currently amended) A pressure support system comprisinR: 
pressure generating means for generating a flow of breathing gas; 



controlling means 



for controlling the operation of the pressure generating means; 



housing means for 



housing the pressure generating means and tlie controlling 



means; 



receiving means associated vyith the housing means for receiving an information 



storing means; | 

infomiation storing means for storing information adapted to be disposed in the 

receiving means; j 

communicating means for communicating infomiation in at least one of (1) a first 

direction from the information storing means to the controlling means and (2a) second direction 

1 

from the controlling means to the information storing means responsive to the information 
storing means being disposed in the receiving means; and The pressure support system of claim 
36, furth e r comprising | 

adapter means, sized and configured to be received, at least partially, within the 



receiving means, for providing a communication link between the controlling means and an 
external device responsive to being disposed on the receiving means. 



43. (Currently amended)\ A pressure support system comprising: 
a housing; 

a pressure generating system disposed within the housing for generating a flow of 



breathing gas; 
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a controller disposed within the housing in communication with the pressure 
generating system that controls the operation of the pressure generating system; 

a transceiver operatively coupled to the controller such that an information storage 
device communicates wirelessly w ith^the controller via the transceiver responsive to the 
information storage device being disposed proximate to the transceive r and not in direct contact 
with the pressure support system , wherein the controller is adapted to at least one of (1) read 



information from the information/storage device and (2) write information to the information 
storage device via the transceiver. 



44. (Currently amended) A method of configuring and pressure support system, 
comprising: / 

providing a pressure support system having a slot defined in an exterior surface 
thereof; / 

providing an/information storage device sized and configured to be selectively 
disposed in the slot; / 

inserting the information storage device into the slot; ^ 

communicating first information from the information storage device to the 



medical device responsive 
configuring 



to the information storage device being disposed in the slot; and 
the pressure support system based on the first information , wherein 



the first information incluiies operating mode information designating an operating mode of the 



pressure support device and operating parameter infomiation designating an operating parameter 



of the pressure support device, and wherein configuring the pressure support system based on the 
first informafion include setting an operating mode of the pressure support system to correspond 



to the operating mode designated by the operating mode infomiation and setting an operating 
parameter of the pressurJ support system to correspond to the operating parameter designated by 
the operating mode inforrnation . 

Claim 45 (Cancelled). 
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comprising: 



thereof: 



46. (Currently amended) j A method of configuring and pressure support system. 



providing a pressure support system having a slot defined in an exterior surface 



providing an information storage device sized and configured to be selectively 



disposed in the slot: j 

inserting the information storage device into the slot; 

communicating first information from the infonnation storage device to the 

medical device responsive to the information storage device being disposed in the slot: 

configuring the pressure support system based on the first information; and^ Fhe 

metliod of claim ^1, further comprising 

preventing the pressure support system from receiving the first information from 

the information storage device after the first information has been initially provided to such a 
medical device. 



47. (Original) The method of claim 44, fiirther comprising: 
monitoring usage of the pressure support system; and 
writing informalion regarding usage of the pressure support system onto the 
information storage device. 



48. (New) An information storage device adapted for use with a medical device, 
the information storage device comprising: 

an identification storage area adapted to contain at least one of (1) information 
describing the information storage device itself, (2) infonnation identifying a user to which the 
information storage device |is assigned, and (3) information identifying a medical device assigned 
for use with the information storage device; 
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a first information storage area adapted to contain operating information for use in 
controlling an operation of such a medi(;al device; and 

at least one of (1) a firs( control data storage area adapted to contain information 
that controls whether the operating in4)nnation can be read from the information storage device, 
(2) a second control data storage are^ adapted to contain information that controls whether the 
operating information can be erased from the information storage device, and (3) a display data 
storage area adapted to contain information to be displayed on such a medical device. ^ 



49. (New) The information storage device of claim 48, wherein the medical 
device is a pressure support device, and wherein the first information storage area includes a first 
area containing (1) operating mode information designating an operating mode of the pressure 
support device and (2) operating parameter information designating an operating parameter of the 
pressure support device. / 

50. (New) A/pressure support system comprising: 

(a) a pressure support device comprising: 

(1) a^housing, 

(2) a pressure generating system disposed within the housing for 
generating a flow of breathing gas, 

(3) fa controller disposed within the housing in communication with the 

I 

pressure generating system that controls the operation of the pressure generating system, 

(4) a slot defined in an exterior surface of the housing, and 

(5) a terminal associated with the slot; 

(b) an information storage device adapted to be selectively disposed in the slot, 
the information storage device comprising: 

(1) an identification storage area adapted to contain information 
identifying at least one of (i) information describing the information storage device itself, 
(ii) information identifying a user to which the information storage device is assigned, 
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and (iii) information identifying the pressure support device assigned for use with the 
information storage device, 

(2) at least one of (i) a first information storage area adapted to contain 
information for use in controlling an operation of the pressure support device, and (ii) a 
data storage area adapted to store data written thereon by the pressure support device, 
wherein the controller communicates with the information storage device via the terminal 
responsive to the information storage device being disposed in the slot, and wherein the 
controller is adapted to at least one of (1) read information from the information storage 
device and (2) write information to the information storage device via the terminal; and 
(c) an adapter adapted to be selectively disposed in the slot, wherein the adapter 

provides communication access between the controller and an external device responsive to 

being inserted into the slot. 
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